Overview of Expectations

TCMUN Conference

Every year in late November, high school students meet in Jackson to simulate United Nations committees such as the General Assembly and Security Council.  Like all Model UN conferences, Teton County Model UN (TCMUN) is designed to teach students about international politics, the United Nations, mediation, conflict resolution, and negotiation.  At the two-day conference, students gain an understanding of international issues and events, as well as insight into the United Nations and international diplomacy.

Every year of the conference is unique, depending on the committees simulated, the countries represented, the topics on the agenda, and the students in attendance.  But the importance of diplomacy and negotiation remain. 
Diplomacy

TCMUN expects all student delegates to act diplomatically, in other words to conduct themselves with tact and respect while interacting with other delegates, conference staff, and advisors.  Diplomacy requires delegates to consider the welfare and best interests of their country, while respecting others’ opinions.  This is an educational conference, and the purpose of TCMUN is to achieve a greater understanding of international issues and the United Nations.  This goal is best accomplished through mutual respect. 

Diplomacy should be evident in position papers, procedural motions, formal and informal debate, caucusing, resolution writing and voting procedure.  Model UN requires students to role play, acting as representatives from UN member states.  In committee sessions, students do not represent their own beliefs and opinions, but rather the interests of the country they have been assigned.  Therefore, it is important to properly represent one’s country by behaving in as a real UN delegate would behave.  Acting diplomatically will help students negotiate with others, while keeping the welfare of their country in mind. 

Negotiation

Negotiation is the key to achieving real action in committee sessions.  The goal of all United Nations committees is to build consensus.  Consensus building requires adept discussion, deliberation and compromise.  Through negotiation and bargaining, delegates can weigh in on important issues and draft resolutions accordingly.  It is important to remember to be friendly, personable and calm.  Negotiations require delegates to persuade others of the merits of their ideas, listen to others’ suggestions, and compromise.         
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