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Committee Overview 
 

Recent Developments 
 
Several significant events happened in the last few months of 2016 regarding the World Health Organization 

(WHO).
1
 The 2016 Year in Review was published, which is a comprehensive overview of WHO’s most 

important activities throughout the year.
2
 During 2016, WHO was particularly involved in aiding refugees 

and within the Syrian Crisis.
3
 Alongside with other United Nations (UN) partners such as the United Nations 

Children’s Fund  
(UNICEF) and the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), WHO delivered 

humanitarian assistance to millions of Syrians.
4
 WHO was able to vaccinate over 2.5 million children, train 

thousands of new health care workers, provide medical assistance, and deliver more than 10 million life-

saving treatments to those in need.
5
 Currently there are still over five million people that live in areas that 

are classified as impossible or hard-to-reach locations, and with the Syria Emergency Response Plan, WHO 
plans to strengthen the coordination and communication of health information systems in order to be able 
reach more people, and also provide support and training in order to increase resilience in local 

communities.
6
 The 2016 Year in Review further notes that WHO was actively engaged in the monitoring of 

several outbreaks such as the Zika virus in Latin America and the yellow fever outbreak in Angola.
7
 The 

committee also recognized significant progress made regarding the transmission of the Ebola virus, which 

has ended in several Member States including Guinea and Liberia.
8
 Other great achievements that were 

met in 2016 include the elimination of malaria in Europe, the end of measles in the Americas, and the 

eradication of trachoma in Morocco.
9
 Additionally highlighted in the review is the response of WHO, 

alongside the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), in Ecuador following the April 2016 

earthquake.
10

 The disaster injured and displaced thousands of people, and both agencies were able to assist 

by donating much needed medical supplies.
11 

 

From 21-24 November 2016, the 9
th

 Global Conference on Health Promotion was held.
12

 The conference aimed 

at helping Member States understand the importance of health promotion, and issues such as food security, 

clean air, safe water, and adopting an active lifestyle were discussed.
13

 The result was the Shanghai Declaration 

on Health Promotion (2016).
14

 This declaration, sponsored by all Member States present, focuses on creating a 
healthy environment for people, where governments and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) collaborate to 

help education citizens on how to make healthier choices in their lives.
15

 At the conference, Member States 
committed to strengthening regulations on unhealthy products, facilitating the development of technologies that 

are healthier for people and the environment, and protecting the health and the wellbeing of all.
16

 Furthermore, 

at this conference, the Shanghai Consensus on Healthy Cities 2016 was created.
17

 This document was signed by 
100 mayors from several Member States committed to improve the management of their own urban 
environments in order to improve 
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the health conditions for people living in those areas.
18

 Five governing principles to create healthy cities 

were presented in the consensus including: health issues when creating policies; addressing the social, 
economic and environmental factors of health; promoting the engagement of communities; guaranteeing 

equality in health services; and monitoring wellbeing, diseases and health determinants to improve policy 

making and implementation in order to increase accountability and transparency.
19 

 

WHO also started the process of electing their new Director-General.
20

 In October 2016 it published the 
resumes of the 6 candidates being considered, and in November 2016 each one spoke at a forum held in 

Geneva.
21

 In January 2017 this process continued with interviews by the Executive Board Members and a 

short list of 3 candidates was presented to be voted upon in May 2017.
22

 The new Director-General will 

then take office 1 July 2017.
23

 Additionally, on 12 December 2016, Universal Health Coverage Day, WHO 

launched a new program to help track progress made in terms of universal health coverage.
24

 The program 
includes a data portal that will demonstrate areas in the health sector that Member States need to improve 
in order to increase health coverage, and what further information they need to provide to WHO in order 

for the committee to identify potential health.
25

 Finally, at the end of January of 2017 the 140
th

 session of 

the Executive Board was held.
26

 Several topics were on the agenda including health and economic growth, 
vaccines and the global vaccine action plan, the Sustainable Development Goals, and a global strategy for 

women, and refugees.
27

 In the coming months, WHO will continue its work in reducing health risks, 

promoting a healthy lifestyle, and improving health equality around the world.
28 
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I. Mitigating the Public Health Effects of Climate Change 
 

Recent Developments 
 
In recent months, the international community has been actively discussing the public health effects of 

climate change, as well as addressing current and potential mechanisms to address the health risks of 

climate change.
29

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has been an active participant in campaigns, 

such as the BreatheLife campaign and conferences, and continues to develop media campaigns and 

support programs to create further awareness on the public health dimension of this issue.
30 

 
In October 2016, WHO promoted the BreatheLife campaign and the negative effects of air pollution during 
the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (HABITAT III) in Quito, 

Ecuador.
31

 The goals of the campaign are not only to create awareness on the health risks of air pollution, 

but also raise awareness for the resources available to the public to mitigate consequences.
32

 At the 

conference, health was determined as a “fundamental driver” of sustainable development, which could aid 

the progress in reducing inequalities in urban areas, as opposed to only being an indicator of progress.
33

 

After the conference, WHO published a report on the policy discussions on the relationship between urban 
development, health and well-being, as well as mechanisms that would address the intersectionality of the 

issue, to implement the New Urban Agenda.
3435

 WHO reaffirmed its own role, as well as the roles of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), civil society organizations (CSOs), and institutions that work on 
addressing the public health effects of climate change, in integrating public health with urban development 

and associated policy discussions and investments.
36 

 

WHO was an active participant at the 22
nd

 session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 22) to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) that was held in Marrakech, Morocco, in 
November 2016, and hosted several events to highlight the intersectionality of health, climate, and the 

environment.
37

 WHO looked to tackling the health-specific action items to achieve the targets of the Paris 

Agreement (2015).
38

 The events hosted discussed issues such as implementing a health indicator to monitor 
the effects of the agreement on climate change-related health problems and the creation of a global 

strategic alliance amongst key stakeholders in health, environment, and climate communities.
39

 
Additionally, WHO hosted the “UN High Level Side Event on Climate Change and Health – SDG 3: good 
health and well-being”, where participants discussed areas of support that institutions would require to 

achieve Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 3.
40

 The Ministerial Declaration on “Health, Environment 
and Climate Change” called for further cooperation between national institutions, WHO,  
UNFCCC, and other relevant actors to “identify and recommend the most effective mechanisms to 

accomplish” the relevant action items of the Paris Agreement (2015).
41

 Furthermore, the Ministerial 
Declaration demands national policies that mitigate public health effects of climate change by providing 

insights into the mechanisms of health inequities in Member States.
42 

 
Also in November 2016, WHO launched the Innov8 Approach for Reviewing National Health Programmes to 

Leave No One Behind.
43

 The report identifies ways to take effective approaches to support the 

“operationalization of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)” and help deliver promises on maximizing 
universal health coverage and 
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the right to health.
44

 Innov8 approach involves multidisciplinary national review teams to conduct an 

eight-step review process to enhance the capacity through applied learning, identify entry points for 

actions and sustained change, as well as improved governance and accountability.
45

 The approach 

responds to concerns brought forward by environment and health ministers at COP 22 who looked for a 

cohesive review process to monitor the progress and effectiveness of national protocols.
46 

 
With increasing public health issues resulting from climate change, certain aspects maintain a priority in 
national and global agendas and the international community is addressing the intersectionality of the 

two issued.
47

 WHO continues to be actively involved in the discussions on developing new protocols and 

conducting evaluations and research on the public health effects alongside Member States, 
intergovernmental organizations, other relevant UN bodies, and CSOs to address the complex nature of 

this issue.
48 
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II. Improving Coordination of Health Services in Outbreaks and Emergencies 
 

Recent Developments 
 

The 140
th

 session of the World Health Organization (WHO) Executive Board, held from 23 January to 1 

February 2017, continued the conversation on improving coordination of health services and the response 

to large-scale health emergencies.
73

 The Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on immunization, 

the principal advisory group to WHO on vaccines and immunizations, met in October 2016 to discuss the 

progress and recommendations of the Global Vaccine Action Plan (GVAP).
74

 Following a recent outbreak 

of Yellow Fever in Central Africa , the advisory group concluded that progress toward eradicating polio, 
measles, and other diseases as well as increasing access to vaccines was too slow and current control 

strategies as well as vaccine supplies were not sufficient.
75

 Subsequent, SAGE recommended governments 
to focus on: enacting laws guaranteeing access to immunizations; ensuring sufficient funds are 
appropriately managed and allocated to immunization systems; and well as effective reporting to monitor 

progress and remaining challenges.
76 

 
In October 2016, WHO published the Global Tuberculosis Report emphasizing the need for Member 
States to move more swiftly to prevent, detect, and treat the disease in order to meet the 2030 goals of a 

90% reduction in tuberculosis deaths and an 80% reduction in tuberculosis cases.
77

 The report suggests 

that meeting these goals requires increased access to tuberculosis preventative treatment as well as 

improvements in overall health financing by Member States.
78

 WHO later released the World Malaria 
Report in December 2016, showing improved access to diagnostic testing and preventative treatment for 

children and pregnant women in sub-Saharan Africa.
79

 Despite this progress, many states in the region 
continue to suffer from insufficient funding and fragile health systems that undermine the overall 

development.
80 

 
In November 2016, WHO convened the fifth meeting of the Emergency Committee on Zika and 

microcephaly.
81

 The Emergency Committee determined that Zika will maintain a strong presence and 
continues to be a significant challenge to public health however, it no longer represents a public health 

emergency of international concern (PHEIC).
82

 WHO facilitated the threat reduction of Zika through the Zika 
Strategic Response Framework, which outlined actions such as: prioritizing Zika research, improving 

capacity to detect the virus, and effectively communicating the risk of Zika to at-risk populations.
83

 
Additionally, WHO led a major trial in Guinea with an experimental Ebola vaccine that returned strong 
results of the vaccine as highly protective against the virus, effectively becoming the first vaccine to prevent 

infection from the lethal pathogens.
84

 Going forward, continued studies will indicate the safety of the vaccine 

for vulnerable populations such as children and people with HIV.
85 

 

Further, the 55
th

 Directing Council of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)/WHO announced 

that a 22-year-long mass vaccination effort against measles has resulted in eradication of the disease in the 

Americas, marking the first region to eliminate measles.
86

 The milestone was achieved through strong 
commitments by Member States to implement the surveillance and vaccination strategies recommended by 

PAHO/WHO.
87 
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In December 2016, former United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon launched a new approach to 

cholera in Haiti, which focuses on reducing the number of people suffering as a result of cholera.
88

 The 

approach focuses on two elements known as “Track One” and “Track Two.”
89

 “Track One” centers on 

addressing issues associated with Haiti’s poor access to water, sanitation, and health systems.
90

 “Track 
Two” provides an acute focus on the victims, families, and communities most directly impacted by the 

cholera outbreak.
91 

 

In observation of World AIDS Day, WHO released a new set of guidelines on HIV self-testing.
92

 The 

new guidelines allow an individual to privately interpret the results of a HIV diagnostic self-test.
93

 The 
guidelines are a major step in implementing WHO’s recommendations that every person with HIV be 
offered antiretroviral therapy  
(ART).

94
 While twenty three states already maintain policies for HIV self-testing, policies continue to be 

developed in many other states.
95

 WHO continues to help guide Member States that have had limited 
success in implementing appropriate policies by supporting approaches that enable individuals to purchase 

self-test kits at an affordable price where free distribution of kits is not an option.
96 
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